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SMS
VOICE OF THE VIKING
From the Desks of
Gallaway, Hudson & Grams

Calendar of Events

 One Hour Late Arrival every Monday
 5/21 - Selah High School and Middle
School Bands @ Selah Community
Days Parade

Spring is here, this must mean
the end of the school year is
near. I hope everyone had an
enjoyable and relaxing spring
break. As I stated last month,
the spring seems to be a busy
time for everyone. That is no
different for us here at
school. Along with spring also comes the arrival of state
testing. We will be sending out more information regarding testing here in the near future.
Thank you all for your participation in our spring student
led conferences. We are continually impressed with the
work our staff and students put into the conferences
and are so appreciative of your involvement in the process. Our students will be very well prepared for their
senior presentations in a few short years!!
We have about seven weeks of school left and we are
challenging our students with finishing strong and focusing on their mindset. We aren’t counting the days we are
making the days count. Join us in challenging your student to stay focused on school work and finishing strong.

BHAG

Thanks VIKS!!
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“Make it a great day by living life “The Viking Way” and showing
VIKING PRIDE in everything we do!”
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“Viking PRIDE”
PBIS Update @
SELAH MIDDLE SCHOOL
In order to help students be there Best Self and do there Best Work, SMS
likes to recognize students for doing the right thing. Students may receive a
PRIDE Pass for demonstrating Viking PRIDE or earn Student of the Week honors. Another award is the Viking Way Warrior of Excellence. This award is to
recognize students who are sustaining academic excellence or demonstrating a
growth mindset through outstanding effort. These special Warriors also consistently demonstrating Viking PRIDE. These students are awarded with a variety of gifts then they attend the monthly VIP lunch, which stands for Vikings
Implementing PRIDE. Special thanks to Magics Pizza who sponsored last
months lunch as well as to Kings Row who is sponsoring the VIP lunch this month.
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CONGRAGTULATIONS!
Please congratulate the Selah 7th and 8th grade bands for a fine
performance at the YVMEA band competition at West Valley.
The 7th grade band received an Excellent Plus Score (II+) 87/100
and the 8th grade band received a Superior Score (I) 94/100.
That is the best score the 8th grade band has received since 2012!
We are proud of our Selah Musicians!

PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION
Registration packets for the 2016-17 school year will be
available beginning Monday, April 11, 2016. Packets may be
picked up at the Robert Lince Early Learning Center, located at 308 W. Naches Ave. in Selah.
Selah School District offers free ECEAP and Title I preschool to income eligible families as well as a limited number of tuition slots in our Inclusive 3 and 4 year old classrooms. An appointment will be scheduled with one of our Family Support Specialists to review the registration information and answer any questions. Eligible
children must live within the Selah School District boundaries. Children who are
5 years old by August 31, 2016 will need to enroll in Kindergarten at John Campbell Primary School.
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Students of the
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Way to Go!
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“Dream Big for
Selah Kids”
Get ready to Dream Big for Selah Kids!
Much of the Selah School District’s good work over the past few years has been guided
by its 3- Year Priority Plan established in 2013. Now, as the District prepares to build its new
3-Year Priority Plan, it is dreaming big for Selah kids and wants staff, parents and patrons to
dream big too!
However, before the new plan launches next year, the District wants to hear the
thoughts of the entire school community to provide input into its creation. This is where District officials want everyone to dream big.
Following spring break the District launched its Dream Big for Selah Kids campaign
which encourages stakeholders in the Selah School District to think big when it comes to the
educational opportunities for students. As part of the Dream Big for Selah Kids promotion,
the District launchrf a Thoughtexchange online engagement process to begin gathering input.
By accessing http://.ly/SelahDreamBig (just copy and paste in your browser) and registering,
parents and patrons will receive a customized invitation to participate in Step One of
Thoughtexchange process which runs from April 11 through April 25. During this time parents and patrons can share their thoughts by answering a few open-ended questions about
what the district does well and what the district could do better—and remember, dream big.
In Step 2 of the process, participants will receive another custom invitation asking them to
prioritize all of the thoughts shared. This information will then be shared with District leaders as input in the creation of a new 3-Year Priority Plan.
Superintendent, Shane Backlund, says every voice matters as the District dreams big
for Selah kids and plans for their future educational opportunities.

“As a district we value strong relationships and appreciate the voices that make up our
entire community,” said Backlund. “Whether it is students, staff, parents or a community
member, hearing from everyone helps us make decisions that create a stronger Selah.”
Thank you for your participation in this important process! Be sure to share what
thoughts you would like to express; and, remember to Dream Big for Selah Kids!
If you have questions about the Thoughtexchange process, please contact Selah Superintendent, Shane Backlund at 698-8000.
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Selah student spends week in Olympia
Learning about Legislature

Selah Middle School student Jackson Jamieson recently traveled to Olympia this week to serve as a page in
the state House of Representatives. The son of Jeff and Darcie Jamieson of Yakima, Jackson was sponsored
by 14th District Rep. Norm Johnson, R-Yakima.
Following in the footsteps of two uncles who served as pages in their youth, Jackson learned to traverse the
busy hallways on the Capitol campus while delivering messages and documents to legislators and staff. He assisted representatives on the House floor and participated in opening ceremonies, such as honor guard during each day of session.
As a part of the program, Jackson spent time each day in page school learning the inner workings and actions of the Legislature, often directly from representatives. As a culminating project, he co-wrote a bill designed to reduce injuries inflicted by
the misuse of firearms by requiring those purchasing a firearm to complete a safety course. He presented his bill in a mock
committee process to a group of his fellow pages, drawing on his research and observations from the week in his arguments.
Jackson also joined Rep. Johnson for an interview on KIT Radio with Lance Tormey, and talked about his experience as a
page. "It's very exciting. You get to meet new people that you've never met before and wouldn't without this opportunity and
you get to do things that you wouldn't be able to do," he said.
A jazz band percussionist for his school and a jazz connoisseur in his free time, Jackson earned $35 per day while serving in
the program. After high school, Jackson plans to pursue an education studying law.
To become a page, applicants must have a legislative sponsor, be between the ages of 14 and 16, and obtain written permission from their parents and school. For more information about the House page program, visit:http://www.leg.wa.gov/House/Pages/HousePageProgram.aspx.
Photo caption: Legislative page Jackson Jamieson stands with Rep. Norm Johnson, R-Yakima at the rostrum in the
chambers of the Washington State House of Representatives. Jamieson is from Yakima. He spent a week paging for lawmakers in Olympia.

For more information about Rep. Johnson, visit: www.representativenormjohnson.com.

Washington State House Republican Communications www.houserepublicans.wa.gov
461 John L. O'Brien Building P.O. Box 40600 Olympia, WA 98504-0600
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Reminders
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CLUBS
WE Act Club NEWS : Thank you to
Selah Middle School Advisory classes for
collecting 1157 cans of food for the WE
Scare Hunger food drive. Great job helping the Selah community! WE Act members did a great job of
running the campaign including posters, videos, notes in lockers, bags distributed for Halloween, and counting the food donations.
Stay tuned for more on our local and global campaigns :
Local Action focused on Homelessness, Cancer and Bullying.
Global Action focused on Clean Water, Education and Child
Labor

READ the SELAH SENTINEL
Written, edited, and designed by students in the
Selah School District K-12
and guest writers
from around the country.
Journalism Club Advisor: Mr. Bryan Dibble
411 N. First Street, Selah, WA 98942
Or email:

BryanDibble@selah.k12.wa.us

Have a copy emailed to you! Or go to our site:
http://www.selah.k12.wa.us/SMS/Sentinel/

FCCLA
@
Selah Middle School
SMS's FCCLA chapter is currently working on a teacher appreciation project to
let all staff members know that what they do each day for kids is appreciated. Once that is done members will be finishing out the year with a community
service project for Children's Wishes and Dreams.
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SCHOOL
ATTENDANCE
A student’s presence in the
classroom on a regular basis
is necessary to ensure that
the student derives maximum
benefit from the course, including the opportunity for
interaction with teachers and
peers. We encourage parents
to monitor their student’s attendance via Family Access. Per
school policy a student has 48 hours to clear any attendance issues. Feel free to call and leave a message at 698-8413, or 6988415 in Spanish, seven days a week, 24 hours a day.
If your student plays a sport; the ONLY way they can participate in practice or a game is being EXCUSED by: School related activities or absences which have been cleared by submitting a DOCTOR/DENTIST’S note.
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The Selah Middle School PTSO needs Volunteers like you to help make our school the best it can be! Please
let us know if you are able to volunteer in the following areas:
□
□
□
□
□
□
□
□

Concession sales for 7th and 8th grade games at both the Intermediate and Middle schools. Hours will
vary but can be anywhere from a 3:30 pm set-up to a 6:30 pm close.
Box Top Coordinator in charge of collecting and submitting Box Tops
Volunteer Coordinator in charge of passing along messages, background clearance confirmation, and
gathering volunteers for events.
Teacher Appreciation Coordinator in charge of providing treats, etc. for our wonderful and hard-working
staff at the Middle School.
School Celebration Events to pass out treats to our hard-working students!
In class support – various subjects
Supervision of Socials/Lunch Time/Other events that occur throughout the year
We are a Non-Profit Organization, donations are always welcome and tax deductible
Bring your special talents and show our students that you care
For Questions, please call: Janet Owens 945-1667, Dieuwke Schott 670-0696,
Karina Washabaugh 698-5947, Julia Brown 697-7469, or Lisa Fresco 457-2865

