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Selah School District to Explore Facilities Bond 
 

Parents and Patrons Sought to Serve on Facilities Committee 
 

It’s the beginning of a new school year and as the Selah School District assesses the summer work 
completed across its campuses, it is ready to explore the possibility of placing a Facilities Bond on the 
April 2018 ballot.  
 
In part, the idea to explore a potential bond proposal initiated after reviewing feedback from a patron 
survey last spring.   
 
The purpose of the survey was to generate response on how to best utilize the remaining state matching 
funds associated with the passage of the District’s 2012 Facilities Bond.  Because the District’s bond 
projects were completed under budget, with responsible use of construction dollars, approximately $1.4 
million in funds remained to be used for additional facilities work. Emerging from survey feedback, 
patrons identified two major priorities where remaining funds should be focused:  School safety and 
major work and replacement at the John Campbell Primary campus.   
 
With the input gathered, in addition to comments suggested during a public hearing in July, District 
officials compiled a plan on how to use the available resources to address the identified top priorities; 
keeping in mind that the additional funds derived from the state, and therefore, work needed to be 
directed toward Capital Projects.   
 
Focusing on the priority of school safety, next summer security projects are scheduled at two Selah 
campuses.  Work will be done at Selah Intermediate School and Selah High School to install more 
secure vestibules at the building entrances in order to create protected access at the two campuses.    
 
The District has already begun to address the priority of major work needed at the John Campbell 
Primary campus to keep it operative for the immediate future.  First, to safeguard student, staff, and 
patron safety, additional parking was added at the campus behind the Sunset Building so all John 
Campbell staff could park at one location.  This creates more parking space in the main lot on North First 
Street for parents and guests, and improves safety at the District’s second-largest campus, which houses 
some of Selah’s youngest students in grades kindergarten through second.  Safety has been an ongoing 
concern since enrollment has increased at the school, bringing more traffic to campus.  The lot was also 
completed recognizing plans for the future, as a potential new school could use the space as a part of 
the site plan.  Additionally, further work at John Campbell this past summer included needed playground 
improvements associated with student safety, and the cosmetic upgrades affiliated with an aging 
building.  However, even with the upgrades to the primary school, issues remain at the timeworn 
campus, which was originally constructed in 1948, and has served almost seven decades of students.  

 
(MORE) 



Now, with mandated state regulations for kindergarten through third grade class sizes, the District has 
run out of space at John Campbell.  In fact, over the last couple of years, the District has had to increase 
its portable units each summer at the campus in order to have enough classroom space to serve 
incoming students in the fall.  With the start of the 2017-2018 school year, John Campbell Primary has 
an enrollment of almost 850 students.   
 
As a result, evaluating the input gathered from last spring’s patron survey, combined with classroom size 
requirements and lack of space at an aging facility, has led the Selah School Board to examine the idea 
of placing a facilities bond for a new primary school on the April 2018 ballot.  In doing so, the Board is 
convening a District Facilities Committee, to study the District’s long-term facilities plan, and make a 
recommendation as to what a potential bond proposal would include. 
 
Selah School District Superintendent, Shane Backlund, said the District is fortunate to have the 
additional resources to complete other Capital Projects, but also realizes the need to begin the realistic 
conversations about replacing John Campbell Primary School, which is out of space and continues to 
deteriorate with age. 
  
“I want to thank parents and patrons for participating in last spring’s survey,” said Backlund.  “The District 
received well-thought input on how the remaining funds should be directed and where project priorities 
should be focused.  We are fortunate that our 2012 bond projects were closed-out under budget and we 
have the opportunity to apply the approximate $1.4 million in remaining funds toward additional projects 
targeting school and student safety as well as campus work and maintenance. 
 
“At the same time, the Board recognizes that with a timeworn building which needs ongoing work to keep 
it operative, coupled with the state’s mandate on class sizes which has eliminated available space, it is 
time to begin discussions about the replacement of John Campbell Primary School.   
 
Parents and patrons interested in serving on the Selah School District Facilities Committee should 
contact Crystal West at 698-8001 or crystalwest@selahschools.org by Friday, September 22.  Four 
meetings will be held in October and November with the purpose of providing a facilities recommendation 
to the school board prior to December.  
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